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Museums Without Borders

Selected Writings of Robert R. Janes

Robert R. Janes

Museums without Borders presents a body of work from one 
of the most respected practitioners and scholars in the field 
with nearly 40 years of experience. Robert R. Janes explores, 
through his selected writings, the view that museums have 
a broader role to play in society than is conventionally 
assumed. He approaches the fundamental questions of 
why museums exist and what they mean in terms of 
identity, community, and the future of civil life. This book 
charts the evolving role of the contemporary museum in 
the face of environmental, societal and ethical challenges, 
and explores issues that have, and will, continue to shape 
the museum sector for decades to come.
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“Robert R. Janes is an unafraid original who writes organically from deep in his ethical 
soul. He energizes us to create museums in their purest most consequential form so that 
they will contribute to the survival of the planet. After reading this book, his urgency will 
become yours.” - Elaine Heumann Gurian, The Museum Group, USA

“Robert Janes' stock-in-trade in his long and varied museum career has been upending 
the field's sacred cows and entrenched practices with that rare combination of persistence, 
rigor, courage and elegance. This collection of his writings and wanderings over his many 
years as a scholar-practitioner show the evolution of his own journey as well as provide 
an ethical framework that can guide those of us who aspire to take positive action in the 
world.” - Marjorie Schwarzer, Museum Studies, University of San Francisco

"This compilation alerts the museum sector to new horizons in its collective conscience. With 
the traditional boundaries of museum types blurring and a rising ‘glocal’ mindset, innovative 
attention to pressing societal and environmental challenges in a seamless past-present-future 
framework has become vital. Propelled by roots with Indigenous peoples and their changing 
landscapes, Robert Janes draws on four decades as a scholar-practitioner to deliver a wake-up 
call for our sector to unleash its toolkit as a force for good in the Anthropocene." - Emlyn 
Koster, Director, North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences
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